The Medicare Part D drug benefit: lessons from the experience with drug discount cards.
The Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 provides federal assistance to eligible beneficiaries by paying for their prescription medications. While the full program will be implemented in January 2006, a transitional drug discount card program has been ongoing since mid-2004. This paper reviews some of the operational details of that program and the hurdles created by the complexity of the program. By carefully looking back on these hurdles, perhaps one can anticipate some of the problems that will likely be encountered when the full program is implemented and assist patients in realizing its maximum benefits.